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believe the direction of Jilr. John McLeod. We must now abso- 
lutely make a bold stand on the frontiers. Though not a lucra- 
tive business its prosecution will have its advantages. We are 
satisfied from good information that the Americans attempting 
that trade make nothing out of it. Indeed the Equippers at 
St. Louis sent up an agent last summer to secure from the leaders 
of the Trappers all they could before their couriers du Bois were 
declared insolvents while the outfits continue from St. Louis — 
and a strong influential party has a direct interest in keeping 
the trade in that channel^ — we shall always be able to compete 
with them, but the moment an entrepot is formed by American 
subjects near the mouth of the Columbia good bye to our ad- 
vantages. 

April 3d Two days ago Ermatinger sent me a Budget from 
Spokan after his return from below — a. vast deal of domestic 
news, and upon the whole nothing amiss all the way from Ft. 
Simpson to Umqua. Finlayson safely landed from the steam'er 
in Puget Sound last fall. I expect him here in a few days on 
his way out also Douglas and Fisher, but Black it would ap- 
pear wont budge from Kamloops. McLean got as far as Cape 
Disappointment on a Monterey voyage but being 45 days wind 
bound there was recalled & was succeeded by Birnie — ^he is 
now about Walla Walla arranging affairs for the Snake Expedi- 
tion. We have had a very severe winter here — ^would you be- 
lieve that the horses which left us with the F Head outfit the 
2ist of last month are not yet at "Spokan. It will be some days 
yet before we can turn out our ploughs. Ermatinger took up- 
wards of six weeks going down the Columbia even by leaving his 
lading at Okanagan. I am anxious to close my private corre- 
spondence as a very disagreeable task is just imposed on me by 
Order of Council to collect evidence & make out affidavits from 
our men here in the case of that unhappy man Heron. — Mean- 
time 

I am 
My dear Sir, 

Very sincerely & truly yours 

(Signed) ARCH'D McDONALD. 



Yankee Competition. 

John Work writes to Edward Ermatinger at St. Thomas, 
Upper Canada, telling the news of Fort Simpson. Among other 
things he mentions the competition from Yankee fur traders and 
hopes it will cease. 

Fort Simpson N. W. Coast. 
iSth Feby. 1837. 
My dear Ned 

On the 31st December last I had the pleasure of receiving 
your very kind and highly valued favour of the nth Feby. last 

5c 
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and was much gratified by learning that you and Mrs. Erma- 
tinger and the little ones were well and getting on prosper- 
ously. It gives me joy to hear of your increased emoluments 
from the Bank and the confidence from which it results. May 
it still be further augmented and success and prosperity attend 
you in all your undertakings is the sincere wish of your old 
friend Work. Ned how often I envy you of the happiness you 
enjoy compared to anything within our reach in this cursed 
country. But since there is no remedy we must be content and 
make the best of a bad job till we have the means of doing 
better. I am happy to inform you that except occasional twitches 
of rheumatism I am in good health. The affairs here under my 
charge going on as favourably as can be expected, last summer 
we had a very keen competition with two ships from the States, 
I am in hopes your Yankee friends had so much of opposition 
and made so badly out that they will not feel much disposed to 
return again and I assure you I dbnt long to see them. I have 
formerly given you an account of this place and the coast alto- 
gether as well as the savage tribes of Indians we have to deal 
with. They are getting no better only a short time ago we 
had to fire upon them but no lives were lost on either side. The 
smallpox broke out among them away to the northward some- 
where last spring and reached this place in September and is 
advancing on to the southward, great numbers of the Indians 
have died of it and I have no doubt will be the cause of very 
poor returns this season. Having so many little ones now to 
provide for, the dread of the expenses has induced me to defer 
my intended visit to the civilized world for a year or two longer, 
but I have not given up the idea, I have got the wife and two 
youngest girls brought on to join me here, the two eldest re- 
main at Vancouver at school a parson and his lady came out 
there to reside last summer. I was in hopes this would be of 
great service to the young ones, but I regret much to learn that 
some misunderstanding exists between them & the girls at Van- 
couver, and I fear will not be easy made up. This is in man}"^ 
respects not a very desirable place. Yet as some notice may be 
attracted it is perhaps preferable to some others. I have there- 
fore preferred it for a short time I have not heard from Frank 
for near a twelvemonth, he was then he hoped starting on his 
last trip to the plains, he tells me he had received some encour- 
agement to hope for promotion, it ought to be realized, and I 
sincerely hope it will be so. Our mutual friend J. Tod from all 
I can learn from himself & others has made an unfortunate 
matrimonial speculation in his letter he tells me he had arranged 
to go to England and leave his wife & child with their friends 
and intended returning early to Canada in order to pay you a 
visit, poor man his wife is deranged, I am really sorry for him. 
He will give you all this country news. The report you heard 
is I really believe entirely unfounded and entirely arose from 
no other cause than his taking a glass of grog occasionally in 
an evening as was our custom in former days. As to myself I 



Arrival of Steamer Beaver 259 

have not been partaking in anything like a booze for a long time 
nor do I feel the least relish for it, even were" I alorigside of 
my good friend Ned I durst scarcely indulge for I could not 
bear it. I have not seen poor Dease these many years but I 
understand he has taken out his wife and several little ones to 
Canada, a step which I fear he will repent. Among civilized 
people neither himself nor her can be happy, to join in anything 
like civilized society with her is out of the question. What 
tribe she belongs to I cant say but think her a Flathead : I hope 
that he may be able to make himself comfortable. I could 
scrawl on much longer but don't like to have you taxed with 
double postage. May God bless you and success & prosperity 
attend you and yours is My Dear Ned the sincere wish of yours 
ever sincerely & affectionately 

JOHN WORK. 
Edwd. Ermatinger. 

I am sure you will be glad to learn that I am in high spirits 
and in hopes of possessing the means in a few years of retiring 
in a few years to some civilized corner of the world with the 
pleasing anticipation of passing the few remaining years of mj' 
life free from the vexations, turmoils, privations, dangers and 
difficulties to which I hav« been so long subjected in this, to me 
long since unpleasing country. 



Arrival of Steamer Beaver. 

Peter Skein Ogden, writing from Western Caledonia, tells 
his friend, John McLeod, that he is very well pleased with his 
post, and then comments on what advantages were expected 
from the newly arrived "Steam Boat." 

Western Caledonia, Feb'y 2Sth, 1837 
John Mcleod, Esq'r 
My dear Sir, 

Your last letter from St. Maurice River dated i6th March 
was very acceptable for after a silence of two years I began 
strongly to suspect you had forgotten me and consequently last 
year did not write you but this will again convince you I have 
no inclination to drop the correspondence & if it should happen 
you alone will be to blame myself the greatest loser. I am 
truly glad to learn you are so fortunate in your present quarters. 
I can form a very good idea what they must be so near Town 
and Settlements. It must indeed be even more than opposition 
of former days I can assure you I do not envy you your present 
birth although you do occasionally pay a visit to Christians after 
all I would not exchange my Dry Salmon with y6u but as you 
may think it is this year we have been far more fortunate in 
every respect than last as our profits will exceed ten thousand 
Pounds last year little more than seven and if I can only man- 
age to keep it up to ten I shall be very well pleased & so ought 



